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.0p an envivonmental education
_program that would give high -

mging

Relieffor ¢ taxpayers with
no children in school

I read with interest your stories
regarding the Columbia Master Plan and
S"\emﬁcalhj about providing affor daoze

_ Z’ADLSJ’! I+

s time 0 deﬁnﬂ “afior daoip hous-
iﬂg.”i’n Howard County, you have 1o dig,

but eveniually you find that a family of
four can make almost $80,000 per year -

and be eligible under the affordable
housing-guidelines. It is ridiculous that
cur super-high property tazes go to
subsidize people making so much mon-

A

Seventy-five percent of our property
tax bill goes to education, but T have vet

to hear abour tax relief for those who -

have no children in public schools.
The high tazes drive older residents
irom their homes.

T guess then they can fit into the
counties parameter of “afordable hous-
mg.” -

Ruyth Maylor

Hllicott City
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“Two years ago the Howard
County Conservancy part-
nered with the Toward County
Punlic School System o devel-

school students the opportuni--
1y for hands-on erwironmerdial
science while also meeting the
state-mandated  envirormen-
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Students raised qhesuans
about the first year's data, and
wanted answers. By warking
" with DNR, they weare able to
develop a tool that provides

biological health of sireams.
The tool is now used siatewide
by DMNR’s citizen science pro-

tal literacy graduation reqmre- Meag Boyd  gram, Siveam Waders, which
ment. evaluates more than 100
We quickly saw this project, Meghoyd@ streams, Hovward County high

ihe Watershed Report Cmd
was a winner. Students are
actively engaged, connectons
are made with social studies curriculum,
elected officials and community lzaders
are involved, and students stay engaged,
even after the school year ends.

The report card allws students to
evaluaie the biclogy, chemistry and

" physical aspects of a stream in their own

sub-watershed, Students then 2ssess
iheir schoolyard for runoff, erosion,
forest cover, invasive. Dl&an fiirient
inputs and contaminants, such as durmp-
ster juice, They evaluate their data to
assign a letier grade that is presented in
person to county leaders through a
comprehensive report card.

Student feedback on the program
mehaded, “We still need move data, but 1
learned countless facts about the health
ofthe Patapsco,” and “We learnad about
biodiversity and the irapacts of certain
factors on stream health”

- More Importantly, they formulated
significant questions atter their research
was complete, including “What other
animals ave sensitive to poellution In
streams?” and. “Are there eco- friendly
salt.solutions besides road salt?” and
“How does seasonality affect shream
health?” These quesdons show us that
studenis ave interested and cuvious —

they want to learn more. - Teacher

feedback was strongest on the value of

" piving students hmds on experience

with real world issues and real world
data. One teacher appreciated the dp-
portunity 10 “show students science
does not always end in the lab” and that
students were able to “imodel the
praciices of professional scientisis”
Parhaps one of the most significant
developments from this project is a new
stream survey too), developad by our
o wt i County students in parinership
with i state Department of Natural

heconservancy.org |

school students have left an
imporiant mark on stream sci-
ence in Maryland, Mary Weller,

" coordinator of secondary cclence in

county schools, noted that the students
new stream tool *has acmally memved
science, and will help our comrnunity in

pr otcrting our emriromnert' for years o

corne”
Very important to this m'oject wras the
engagerient of students long after the

- classroomi portion of their wovk ended.

Gleneig, Oakland Mills, Reservoir and
M. Hebron students stenciled their
schools storm drains, River Hiil #High
students removed invasive plants and
Howard High students planted trees in
their schoolyards Long Reach High
created a new cafeteria waste station.
We are not ooly encouraging future
scientists but dre fostering a cadre of
watershed steward for yearsto come.
Soon afler the Howard County proj-

ect began, we received requests from -

other counties to replicate the project.
NOANs Bay V\fatershed Education and
Training grzmtq also took notice, extend-
msrmndmg for an additionalihree years.
U.5, Sen. Ben Cardin visited during a
student stream study, and highlighted
the student’s work on the floor of the
Senate. Maryland also took netice, pro-

v1d1_1g two grants to expand the pro-

granys reach.

This year our focal program rolls out
statewide. Eleven counties have alveady
registered to participate in our statewide
effort. Student representatives from
around Maryland will share their data-
and recommendations i May, 2017,

The Conservancy and county schools
are leaving a mark on environmental
education across the state of f Maryland,
while our students ave becoming leaders
in both science and ‘stewardsiup

Meg Boyd is executive director of
Howard County Conservency.

more accurate results on the
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